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Chelgate Briefing - EU Water Saving Labelling 
 
Water saving shower head 
Many initiatives have been developed in the 
past 10-15 years to address the efficiency of 
water using products at national and 
international levels. Many of these are now in 
urgent need of review and updating – in 
particular, the current EU labelling scheme for 
shower heads. Given the recent advances in eco 
shower tools which can control the flow and 
spray of water, the EU Commission wants to 
encourage consumers to purchase such 
products. Whilst all policy options are currently 
on the table, it is believed that a new mandatory EU Water Saving Label for bathroom 
products could be the most suitable.  
 
Political Background 
Climate change and increasing needs for environment protection, natural resources 
preservation and efficient use, the availability of fresh water and patterns in water 
consumption this is becoming even more important – especially with a Greener EU 
Parliament starting its new mandate this month.  
 
The new EU Commission and EU Parliament have begun their new mandates in July. The 
EU Commission will publish its new Work Programme and the EU Parliament will begin 
discussing legislative priorities immediately after they begin their work. Both institutions, 
alongside the EU Council, are likely to prioritise water conservation and efficiency within 
their new mandates. There will likely be particular emphasis on such issues from the 
newly elected EU Parliament, especially given the greater number of ‘green’ MEPs ready 
to take up their seats to push for more stringent and ambitious environmental regulations.   
 
Current EU Rules - The European Water Label Voluntary Agreement 
The European Water Label was launched in 2014, designed to provide information to 
consumers on the water consumption and efficiency of water-using devices. The aim of 
this label, as is the aim with all such EU efficiency labels, is to promote the most efficient 
devices and result in consumers making more informed choices.  
 
The voluntary label, developed by the Bathroom manufacturers Association and operated 
by The Water Label Company, has been reasonably successful in formalising the water 
efficiency label. However, walk into any bathroom appliances store and you will see the 
uptake of the label and the general awareness is simply inadequate. Whilst The Water 
Label Company have collated a great deal of insightful information on their website, the 
current water label is in no way prominent at the point of purchase for consumers – owing 
to its voluntary nature. There is no incentive for consumers to change their behaviour.   
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Role of EU voluntary agreements 
Self-regulation may achieve the ecodesign policy objectives more quickly or at lesser 
expense than mandatory requirements. Therefore, industry sectors sometimes propose 
voluntary agreements (VAs) as alternatives to potential ecodesign regulation- which are 
mandatory and placed on all products. Such agreements need to fulfil specific criteria of 
the Ecodesign Directive and are assessed and monitored by the Commission. 
 
Due to their voluntary nature, these agreements have been deemed inadequate by the EU 
Commission as they rarely penetrate sufficiently enough to ensure genuinely informed 
consumers. Unlike the ecodesign and energy labelling regulations which are required to be 
displayed on all products which they cover, voluntary agreements simply raise awareness 
of energy saving, and economical savings, of certain products.  
 
Future regulation – EU Shower Head Efficiency Label 
EU consumers lack consistent information on the performance and water 
consumption of basic bathroom products. The current label does not 
satisfactorily deal with this issue. Consumers have little information 
about the water saving capabilities of these devices, and even less about 
the environmental, and often financial, benefit that water efficient 
devices can offer. Therefore, the EU Commission and EU Parliament have 
indicated they are going to begin exploring the possibility of converting 
several voluntary agreements, including bathroom appliances, into 
energy efficiency labels. The energy efficiency and ecodesign labelling 
scheme has been a great success for the EU Institutions and is credited with the removal 
of a whole range of poorly performing products from light bulbs to washing machines.  
 
Opportunity 
For those companies who produce eco shower heads, as well as other water conserving 
bathroom appliances, now is the time to become an engaged stakeholder in Brussels and 
shape the future regulatory environment. The newly instilled EU Parliament and 
Commission will be eager to engage with companies who produce such technologies in 
order to develop mandatory EU-wide efficiency labels. These labels will be far more 
prominent than previous labels and allow consumers to make more informed choices when 
next purchasing a bathroom appliance.  
 
Brexit – what next for EU efficiency labels in the UK? 
Whilst we are discussing the possibility of an EU-wide efficiency label, we must also bear 
in mind the effect the Brexit process could have on the use of such a label in the UK in the 
future. With respect to energy efficiency legislation, the provisions of the Energy 
Efficiency Directive are already to a large extent reflected in by UK legislation. The EU 
ecolabelling and ecodesign measures will probably be transformed relatively quickly into 
UK law. Measures on products such as light bulbs or domestic water heaters may, or may 
not, be amended or dropped. Therefore, any such water efficiency label adopted by the 
EU will be quickly and easily adopted by the UK post Brexit and displayed in UK stores.  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


